
Innovation Forum at Scientific Sessions
Where cardiovascular and brain health deal flow begins

Get direct access to the founders, clinicians and companies shaping the future  
of cardiovascular care and brain health — before the rest of the market does.

Be in the room  
where innovative

companies are formed,  
not just funded.

Innovation Forum
Nov. 6, 2026 | McCormick Place Convention Center | Chicago, IL 

A Pre-Conference Forum at the American Heart Association’s Scientific Sessions. 

Powered by the association’s Center for Health Technology & Innovation (CHTI) and 

American Heart Association Ventures — the association’s investment and innovation arm.

   
A growing wave of clinicians and researchers are ready to build 
companies — but lack a clear path to capital and commercialization. 
The Innovation Forum connects them directly with investors.

Inside the Forum

•	 Venture Showcase (established + early stage) 

•	 Investor panels and funding discussions 

•	 Founder-led sessions on building and scaling 

•	 Structured networking + closing reception

What Sponsors Unlock

  	 Early Access to Deal Flow
	 Engage with emerging companies before they hit  

the broader market

  	 Direct Founder Interaction
	 Meet physician-entrepreneurs and operators  

building new ventures

	 Strategic Positioning
	 Align with CHTI, American Heart Association Ventures 

and their innovation ecosystems

  	 High-Quality Audience
	 Targeted attendees across capital,  

clinical and startup communities

Position your firm at the center of cardiovascular innovation —  
alongside CHTI and American Heart Association Ventures.

Your account manager:  
Cathleen Gorby  |  913-344-1305 | cgorby@ascendmedia.com

Designed for Investors
•	 Innovation cross section with devices, diagnostics, AI, digital health

•	 Interactive format (pitch sessions, panels, investor Q&A) 

•	 Structured networking designed to create real connections 

Limited 

sponsorship 

opportunities 

available.



 Sponsorship Levels Venture 
Lead

Strategic 
Principle

Innovation 
Analysts

Panel Participation Opportunity: Opportunity for one member of the sponsor’s 
leadership team to participate in an Innovation Forum panel discussion, 
positioning the company as a thought leader in innovation and collaboration 
between clinicians and industry.

X

Opening Session Recognition: Verbal recognition of the sponsor during the 
Friday Opening Session by conference leadership.

X X X

Complimentary Registrations: Complimentary registrations to attend the 
Innovation Forum and related programming.

6 4 2

Networking and Matchmaking Event Access: Complimentary tickets to the 
Networking and Matchmaking Event, providing opportunities to connect with 
clinicians, researchers, innovators and potential collaborators.

6 4 2

Coffee Break Supporter Recognition: Sponsor recognition as the Coffee Break 
supporter during Forum programming, providing high-visibility networking time 
with attendees.

X X X

Digital Signage Opportunity: Opportunity to provide a 30-second educational 
or innovation content spot for digital promotion to be played in the Forum room 
between breaks.

X X

One Complimentary 10x10 Booth in the Health Innovation Pavilion in the 
Scientific Sessions Science & Technology Hall.

X

Promotional Giveaway Opportunity: Opportunity to distribute branded 
giveaway items featuring the sponsor’s corporate or product logo. Sponsor is 
responsible for producing and shipping items directly to the convention center.

X X

Recognition as a sponsor in the following publications (provided sponsorship has been secured by publication date)

Corporate logo included in the Scientific Sessions Daily Newspaper X X X

Corporate logo included in the Experience Scientific Sessions Guide X X X

Corporate logo displayed outside the Networking and Matchmaking Area X X X

Corporate logo and URL on Forum webpage X X X

Corporate logo included in the Forum Meeting Room Slides X X X

Corporate logo included in the post-Forum email X X X

$75,000
Limit two

$45,000 $30,000

Add-On 
CardioTalk Theater: Opportunity to host your own 30-minute presentation/discussion  
with up to 50 attendees in the Scientific Sessions Science & Technology Hall. 
$25,500 per theater. Space is limited.

Direct Access. Strategic Visibility. Category Leadership.


